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Thought for the Weel: "There is no reason to doubt that the prerogative of the King seems to men of
eminence and experience in politics above all the means of delaying the coming of Socialism. s
- Professor Harold Laski, famous Marxist theoretician.

A VICTORY FOR THE MONARCHICAL SYSTEM: byEric D. Butler.

When asked by representatives of the media about my reaction to the termination of Mr. Gough Whit-
lam's commission by the Govemor-General, Sir John Kerr, I said that the Australian people had witness-
ed an historic example of the great stabilising influence of the Crown in a time of national crisis, and
how the Monarchical system of Government can work to provide the individual with protection against

a Government determined to continue flouting the Constitution. It has already been argued that the
Govermor-General adopted a much too legalistic approach to the problem confronting him. But the time
had arrived when Mr. Whitlam and his colleagues had to be confronted with the realities of the law. As
I have constantly pointed out, the law of the Federation of Australia is the written Constitution. Mr.
Whitlam cynically attempted to violate the Constitution while at the same time claiming that he was
upholding it.

Sir John Kerr made his central point in the following words: "Parliamentary control of appropriation
and accordingly of expenditure is a fundamental feature of our system of responsible govemment, In
consequence it has been generally accepted that a government which has been denied Supply in the
Parliament cannot govern. So much at least is clear in cases where a ministry is refused Supply by a
popularly elected lower House. In other systems where an upper House is denied the right to reject a
Money Bill denial of Supply can occur only at the instance of the lower House. When, however, an
Upper House possesses the power to reject a Money Bill, including an Appropriation Bill, and exercises
the power by denying Supply, the principle that a government which has been denied Supply by the
Parliament should resign, or go to an election, must still apply..."

After observing that the Senate is "a popularly elected chamber”, and mentioning its constitutional-
status, the Governor-General said that "The Senate accordingly has the power and has exercised the
power to refuse to grant Supply to the Govemnment”. Sir John referred then to the reserve powers of the
Crown and ruled that as the Parliament of The Commonwealth of Australia, consisting of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, had denied the Whitlam Government Supply, the Whitlam Govemment
should be dismissed and replaced with a caretaker Government charged with the responsibility of hold-
ing a general election at the earliest opportunity.

If democracy means that the electors should have a say, then Sir John Kerr cannot be charged with
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subverting democracy. Faced with a situation produced by the contenders for pohtical power, the
Govemor-General acted properly to resolve the political crisis. But this does not mean that Australia's
basic problems are about to end. It is my responsibility to warn that Australia is about to enter the
most convulsive period since the end of the Second World War. Because of an educational system which
has brainwashed large numbers into believing that a democratic government is one which, having been
elected, - irrespective of what propaganda methods have been used to achieve that objective - should
be free to do as it likes for a given number of years, large numbers of Australians do not understand the
true role of the Federal Constitution. Large numbers of "eminent academics"” are already giving their
views that the Governor-General has acted wrongly. There must be inevitable confusion and a high
degree of sympathy for Mr. Whitlam. The election will be dominated by a highly emotional contro-
versy conceming the right of the Senate and the Governor-General to deprive Mr. Whitlam of office.
The Labor strategists will attempt to submerge the basic issues like inflation and associated probleins.

For reasons which I will outline later, I fear that a Fraser-Anthony Government could come to
office under the worst possible circumstances. [ am not one of those who believe that it is certain that
in view of the nature of the coming election, that there will be a "landslide " to the Coalition. On
present indications it is possible that the Coalition will win in the House of Representatives while Labor,
aided by Mr. John Gorton from Canberra and Mr. Steele Hall from South Australia, will be able to play
a similar role to that of the Liberal and Country Party Senators in the last Parliament. Mr. Fraser's
major and most urgent problem will be to start reversing inflation. Unless he can do this, the stage
is being set for something approaching revolution. The Marxists are full of anticipation. The Conr
munist"Tribune " of October 22, has issued the call to civil war: "The most effective way workers can
act is to stop work and take to the streets”,

The best advice I can give the Coalition Parties is that they consult immediately with Premier J. Bjelke-
Petersen on his three point anti- inflation programme and make it the central feature of their election
programme. The Governor-General has given the Australian people the right to a say. Let Mr. Fraser
and his colleagues now provide the electors with the opportunity to vote on a constructive policy to
deprive the revolutionaries of their major weapon.

RHODESIA 'S TEN YEARS OF HERIOC INSPIRATION: Truth is the great disciplinarian, always bringing
men back to the realities often shrouded in the mists of false ideologies and wishful thinking. Consider
the state of Rhodesia, which last Tuesday, November llth, celebrated the tenth anniversary of indepen-
dence, compared with the "independence” celebrations on the same day in Angola, former Portuguese
West African territory. While rival African groups, backed by the competing Soviet Union and Red
China, were continuing to murder and loot in Angola, Rhodesians, both black and white, were going
about their affairs in an atmosphere of peace, law and order. Steady economic growth continues to
take place in spite of ten years of economic sanctions, international vilifaction and Communist-backed
guerrilla attacks. Even some visiting journalists have had to admit, even if reluctantly, that events

in Rhodesia have defied all the predictions of those who have over ten years been claiming that

the end was in sight for Rhodesia. But while the Rhodesian economy has been strengthened, Zambia's
economy under the darling of the international liberals, Kenneth Kaunda, has progressively collapsed.

This is why the former supporter of revolution has recently been attempting to present a much more
moderate image.
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Not all Rhodesians agree completely with the policies of Prime Minister lan Smith. The fast-growing
SASCON movement, described as the "extremist right” by visiting joumalists covering the Rhodesian
independence celebrations, has widespread support amongst all sections of the Rhodesian community,
including the Civil Service and Govemment. But opposition is conducted in an orderly and civilised
manner, not by terror and murder, a common feature of much of "liberated” Africa. SASCON resents
the attempted pressure from South Africa to influence the Smith Government into a dangerous compro -
mise. The President of the Council of Chiefs, Senator Chief Chirau, has also said that while welcoming
Prime Minister John Vorster's attempt to help resolve the Rhodesian situation, where an African minority
seeks to gain power, outsiders should not interfere in Rhodesia. The Chief said that "In the old days,
people laid a siege round a City to try to starve people into submission. Sancutions are just the same.
All people must understand that we will resist interference but welcome good will”,

The whole of Southern Africa is under international siege, as so graphically outlined in Douglas Reed's
last book, "The Siege of Southern Africa”. This siege has nothing whatever to do with improving

the lot of the Africans, but is designed to gain control of one of the great strategic objectives in the
drive for world power, Rhodesia has for ten years held a major front line for Western Civilisation,
years during which the West suffered one defeat after another. But hard -pressed though they have been,
the Rhodesians have provided an inspiring example of what a small group can achicve through will,
courage and faith,

On the occasion of their tenth anniversary of independence, we salute the Rhodesians tor what they
have accomplished. Their outstanding role in shaping history is assured.

BASIC FUND PASSES §15, 000

The League of Rights' Basic 1975-76 Fund has got off to an inspiring start, with only a
handfull of supporters donating and /or pledging $15,119. This is just over onc third of
the minimum objective of $40, 000. Every project mentioned in the annual appeal is
now in process of being made a reality. Some risks are being taken in planning ahead,
but the situation is now moving so rapidly that we cannot afford to be found wanting.
The flood of League literature now pouring out must be intensified. In the mounting
seas of party politics, the League continues to hold the one steady course that has any
hope of seeing the Australian ship of state survive. Anything could happen next year.

Queensland and Northern N.S.W, contributions to Mr. Jeremy Lee, Kingstown, via
Armidale, N.S.W, All other contributions to The League of Rights, P.O. Box 1052],
Melbourne. Victoria. 300l.

BRIEF COMMENTS:  There has been considerable comment concerning the vote of the Workers's
Party in the recent Western Australian by-election in the State electorate of Greenough. In its first
electoral effort the Party polled almost 13 per cent of the valid votes cast, mostly at the expense of
the Liberal and Labor Parties. Prime Minister Whitlam expressed concern. The Workers' Party asked
electors for a protest vote against Big Government. The result clearly demonstrated that increasiig
numbers of electors are opposed to centralised power,
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In the recent spate of comment conceming the late J..T. Lang no reference was made to the fact that
Lang is the only State Premier in the history of the Australian Federation who has ever seriously chall-
enged the policy of centralised financial control. It is not true that Lang destroyed the Federal Labor
Party at the height of the Great Depression; the Labor Party destroyed itself by meekly agreeing to the
financial dictatorship imposed by Sir Otto Niemyer and the London School of Economics Professor Theot
dore Guggenheimer Gregory through the infamous Premies’ Plan. Lang was defeated electorally be-
cause he lacked a sufficiently informed public opinion to defeat centralised financial control, a fact which
was not lost on a number of State Premiers in succeeding years, some of whom did not venture beyond
making critical remarks about the "Canberra centralists”. Perhaps Premier J. Bjelke -Petersen can
succeed where J. T. Lang failed?
Ld L ®
While Federal Opposition spokesmen are promising to slow down the growth of the Federal bureaucracy
when elected to office, the National Country Party spokesman on small business Mr. R. Hunt, says that
Australia must have a Federal Govemment department totally responsible for small'business. Mr. Hunt
complains that the present National Small Business Bureau, established by the Labor Government as part
of the Department of Manufacturing Industry is totally inadequate because it has a staff of only about
20. K Mr. Hunt and his colleagues can implement more realistic financial policies than when they
were last in office, drastically reducing all taxation and debt, and implementing a constructive anti-
inflation policy, all business organisations will be able to run their own affairs without Government
bureaucracies.

We are well aware of the old injunction that no evil should be spoken about the dead. But the injunc-
tion does not state that truth should not be recorded. Amongst the many recent eulogies of the late
Graham Rgrkins, editor of "The Age”, Melbourne, it was claimed that he was a great lover of freedom.
Early in 1972 Smham Perkins was responsible for the vile smearing of Mr. Eric Butler and the League of
Rights in a series of special "Age" articles. Mr. Perkins declined to publish  Mr. Butler’s reply.

In his praise of the late Professor Richard Downing, Prime Minister Whitlam said that "I took special
satisfaction from his appointment as chairman of the Australian Broadcasting Commission in 1973".
Dyring the pre-1972 Federal Election campaign, Professor Powning was one of the 16 signatories of the
famous "Ken Myer letter” urging a change of Government in order to preserve the two-party system. Mr.
Whitlam said that Professor Downing "was in the great humane tradition of Keynes and Galbraith".

As a Keynesian, Professor Downing provided no realistic answers to the problems destroying the economy.
His "tolerance " permitted the ABC to become increasingly permissive and vulgar.

CONGRATULATIONS TO LEAGUE ACTIONISTS
We thank all League actionists who responded immediately to the call for a National Peti-
tion Campaign to the Govemor-General, requesting that he dissolve Parliament in order that
the immediate national crisis could be resolved by a general election. The short campaign
was an inspiring example of the capacity of the League to mount at short notice a nation-wide
campaign. The flood of Petitions to the Govemnor-General was mounting quickly as he made
his decision. Through the campaign the League made a large number of new contacts, Its
prestige was further increased with responsible electors.
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